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Exclusive — Icon Art Production to launch film initiative

Anuradha Mojumdar

ElLike < 3 3 Tweet < 3 | é!ij 4

Cubai-based production house lcon Art
Production is gearing up to launch a non-profit
initiative titled International Independent Film
Makers Club (IIFM) that will suppor four short
films and four documentary films with equipment
and post-production facilities free of charge,
pased on merit. The official launch of HFM will be
announced towards the end of September.
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The initiative has been in the pipeline for a year
and it aims at promaoting local talent initially and
international productions later. Speaking about
why he plans to launch the initiative, Zakir
Hussain, producer/director at lcon Art Production
told BroadcastPro Middle East “| want to support
the the people living here, residents have limited

opportunities. | aim to open doors for them.” Family fun fest at dubai HOW TO sess=ions at DIFF
studio city 2011: Story Development by
The initiative is aimed at filmmakers who have a Manipal University Students

in Dukbai.

script ready but do not have the resources to see
their film through.
Zakir Hussain
‘Equipment is a major part of the expenditure for B More videos
any production, and the equipment (at lcon Art
Productions and other production houses) is not constantly being used, so why not give it to someone
who really needs it and can make a difference with it, * stated Hussain. mrpasy  DToadcast Pro ME
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The production house will take responsibility for providing equipment and post-production facilities and

will help with securing funding, but the filmmakers themselves will have to raise funds as well. BroadcastProME £Prince Awaleed's £4] Arab
news channel will be based in #Bzahrain. #Ah
The initiative will have a jury consisting of professionals from the industry who will examine scripts and Dhabi and #Beirut were being considered as

nominate the final eight flmmakers. Awebsite will be launched shortly where filmmakers can register to well,
be considered for the initiative. SEy's 300

The equipment on offer includes HD cinema cameras, an 5l 2k kit, a Sony F2 and a PMW250. b

“Kit will be provided depending on what crew they (the filmmakers) have, what kind of people they are able

to handle etc. Everyone for instance cannot handle a Sl2k camera. Therefore what we provide depends on muocer | BroadcastProME #Al Jazeera to hire more
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the crew, the expertise ofthe DOP and the project's requirements,” pointed out Hussain. " 113

Workshops will also be conducted to train teams them to use the equipment. The production house aims e 2 .
to be actively involved with the projects M e ]
- -4 - - ek ' ongoing at #]azeera Children's Channel. Former

Ifthe projectis good, the people involved (the jury) are professionals and they can sense it. We will I:ll.lil:h!l"-" Join the conversation
support them(filmmakers), we will guide them and work with them- not just give equipment. We are part
of this project as ateam and as a company also. We want to make sure something great comes out and
inspires other production houses,” stated Hussain.
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