vai-based film
duction and
tal company,
ir Hussain is on a
ion to ensure all
ous filmmakers in
UAE have the help
y need, writes
is Newbould

“Hussain hasa'lexactly taken
titinnal route inta the world
mmaking, The predictabl
i3 peenage dream, & stintata
known film schood and an ap-
ticeship teuting short films
il the global festival circuit
nae for him.

et, Hussain, who muved Lo
i when he was 17 from his na-
ndia, began his eareerin the
rom-glamorous aluminium
saty, where heveried for three
. wiarking his wiy U EO UppPer-
gement level in the process.
& hackground in IT {rorn col-
i 2000 he jumped over to the
dustry and in 2000 staried his
eomtpany, which he stll runs.
the web became an inereas
important pare of day-to-diy
ness, Hussain found himself
ating maore and more time L
rning and building websites
-1 is where he first encoun-
1 the world of film production
ugh clients who demanded
o comtent such as event cover
interviews and testimanials
e sites.

maore 1 started mal
| of content, the more [ like
e Hussain, “1ve always been
z mavie fan and most of my
wds are in the entertainment
wtry, sa I'd always been con-
ed f the industrywithout even
sitsg it

yen |started editing, justsimpie
mgfor«\rpn'svo I EFET
hy went to the Manharan Film
icnr the firstineernational film
o open hepe, and my real
: started Froan there.”

d it s been guite an adven-

fure. Hussaln's company, lean Art
Froduction, wi n 2

o lelp the industry. Fwant to take
whatever I lave learnt and mike
il e for everybody.”

ity o mike corpor
shoot event:
BAIT 5
Since then, thaugh, it b

With this in mind, Hussain his
made training anather key part of
'S fees to the Ineal commu-

one of Dubal's leading rental and
production houses and is the go-to
compaiy for supplying equipment
and crow to someaf the leading ol

Tewand productions that film in the
UAE - it has phayed a key ole
Holwood \l\uow»wrh.-

Having spent yua;s leagning his
trade and the differs bewween
filming comporate films, documen-
taries, movics and so on - aud by
his swn admission making some
costly mistakes in the process -
Hussain is notable for his desire
1o ensure that other peaple dontt
nake the same mistalees e made,

“Ilearntin the fleld beeauss there
wag nohody here to guide me,” he
d the industry
ot the industry and Twane

uu:y inthe past, the bisslness hasof-

eon's

L Hopgland | 16

successful applicants make their
novic

“1 think this industry should have
Lue same spirit as sports,” e says,
“We're a hiy family of filmmakers
and it's not all ahwst competition.
Of caurse, il b Pt happy, b if

ctsngl'nfﬂ!e-l bl cameras, but

1'm hapgyy forthem,

w
Hussain has no thess
effores on establishing a talning
ftute, nnJu lok/:n payments fur
i-eeappmach

W ran the free u.uursc: and pei-
ple came in and learnt how Lo use
the eameras, but then 1 didn’t re-
62 ANFONC g0 61 lu use them

i

o, and Twait 1o lielp them towin,
because ultim ¥ the whole in
dustry wins.

"We have & lot o eguipment and
there are people ot thers with very
good content bul ne eguipment,
Wi doi’t wse our equipment 165
dys a yeis, sowe can probably sup-
port mayhe five short flms or doc
umentaries. | meet thousands of

iFimeeta
filmmaker with
great story, |
they 're ms
onacheap
I'll give them a

w.zm touse my fights and use my
ameras anc use my knoadedge, vou
Jumc 10 b serious. e can help the
community, we won'thesitate.
“From the day | started this bus
iness, my goal has been not just to
prow the business, hot the whole
community. The people we sup-
port stmply have to dessne it
Hussain seems to be a budding
Dub‘\l film ph\iun'hmplsl af the
st arcler and with his rental
.md production-house businesses
oo rolling abong nicely, heis hop-
Ing ta ger hack to making his own
fitme, widch have taken a bk seat
while e Bailt his empine.

e
preople g mnelhmgim they al
mosl don't really vahae it sowetve

rethought that ™
Fussain also runs an organisi-
tion ealled Universal Film bMakers
aspir

through Teon, whichask:
ing moviemakers to submi ri it
Ideas and feon then supplics Em-

vrew and equipment b help the

i ® Find Tean
can share, bt prohit d thi
tive, so1want to h; thar. mroject at

SIF T meet 3 ker with & i

great story, but they're making it
on i cheap camera, 'l glve them
a hester camera. We've builtup a
great nerwork that and we're
vuk.lunglh; industry slovely g,

Il | sk i return i that if you

® Trandsatters is ArteLIfe's sight-
part summer series profiling UAE
innovatars exceliing In their fialds

& cnewbealdiSthenational.ae



The Spider-Man star James Franco will be Fresemed with the Jaeger-LeCoultre Gior',r to the Filmmaker Prize at
the Tist Venice !nternanonal Fﬂm FestaI that begms on August 27 1" lity who
has made an original y . The Snund and the Fury, a film
Franco wrote, d|rec'red ard stars in, will prermiere at the festival

ofe trendsetters

Siver screens Good Samaritan

Not content with

the success of his
Dubai-based film Ifimeeta
production and fitmmatk

rental company, great stor)
Zakir Hussain ison a
mission to ensure all
serjous filmmakers in
the UAE have the help
they need, writes
Chris Newbould
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