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Director Anees Bazmee on the making

of Bollywood sequel, Welcome Back

y any filmmaker’s
estimation, making
a sequel to a popular
film such as “Wel-

come’, India’s second

highest grossing film
of 2007, is no mean feat.
The blend of action and comedy, along

with a clever script and a celebrity A-list

cast were all factors behind the success
of the original film, but director Anees

Bazmee is confident that fans of Welcome

will warm to its sequel, Welcome Back,

which is due to hit screens in the first

quarter of 2015.
Welcome Back was mainly filmed in the
UAE, with the bulk of the film shot dur-

ing four separate shoots in the country

hetween August and October 2014, and

the cast and crew were upbeat about the
production when Digital Studio caught
up with them on location in Dubar.
Bazmee, a writer and director known

for hit films including Pyaar To Hona Hi

Tha (1998), Deewana Mastana (1997) and
No Entry (2005), told Digital Studio that

the production was progressing well dur-

ing the final stages of the shoot in Dubai.
He also lauded the UAE and Dubai as a
place to produce films.

“Shooting is going fantastic except for

the weather. People here are very warm

and friendly, there’s a lot of equipment
here and we are getting good locations,
so it is not very difficult to shoot here,” he

said. “I love Dubai - there are great loca-



ACTOR'S PERSPECTIVE

Bolhywood tolor Staney Alwjo ploys

a nch, sposked mon m Weloome Back,
Ahujc okl Digio! Studio that the charac
e 15 clrecinmy and holucinares, o hochor
whch mode the role more challenging

o play, T st thoughr ‘how would o

Dersan hollporute’ so st prut mmyyselt in
O MNASPace - how wioule | tesd it | wios
haillucnoting?

" hos besn inherasting ploying the

roie. The direchor hos mode it easy for
me becouse of the [_":'El'il}-' n the brief thot
he gave me” Ahwgo soid, adding thot
ore of the: muain chollenges was achng
during the heat of kate summer in Dubai
Ahupa soid that he thnks fans of fhe
first filrm will [ the sequel, as i reains
the :-_pim' of the o I-::]_'i*'I-EIl while b incyire
somutheng new. “The mood point i tha
saarme as the first Hilm yes if's fresh. The
rood, fre b, e modness, it is al
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When ashed abhout the =tvle of the film
Bazmes snigl Lhel his aim was Lo plaas
tans ofF Welcome |‘lj'.'i‘i'lllllril'lli':ilL'|l"||'|:|'-L'é
gb Ehe first Olm weith cometh ng nevw

"Peaple love Lhat picture | Welconme |
and they are walehimg 1 f again and agai,
2o iFyvow hinge the entive thing mayvhe

Chevwiall not Bke i, butaf you make the

cumie kind of film, they will say 'wwhy'
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ay wowriter and direetor to make this
pieture, When vouses this picture v
will see somoethong of the firsl one and
aprsething very new and ditferent also,
| wanted to make the second ane higeer
apd better, and 1 think | have sucoeedad
il {ES

Lazmes pdded Lhat the him inceludes
Verdnatican! pmount of specil effects
work ardl interceling cameri angios

Fans of Welooms can expect to see

plenty of actian in the sequel The film's

I'*"-hll-l*-'t* Firog A Nachiadwala, =ad that
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"WHEN WE WERE DOING THE ACTION IN THE DESERT,
WE HAD CLOSE TO EIGHT 4K CAMERAS AND A VARIETY OF
LENSES, SO THAT WAS BY ITSELF A HUGE THING. IT WAS AN
AMAZING EXPERIENCE.” Firoz A Nadiadwala
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and avariety of lenses. so thal was by
itsell 2 huge thing, It was an amazing
EXperience,

MNadhadwala mlded that the Leam
emploved some "pew lechnigues on Lhe
graphicsside” o enhahee e wpeeal
pffects, although he was reluctant to
Avulge more specific dietails. Howevor,
the audience 15 Hikely 1o e tmpressed
by the diversity of the ilm: "Thera are
sivdivers and different types of helicop-
ters in these action seguences, 1wl he
like o oolour patiet,” he gaid. "You've ol
comedy, romance, glamauor, thrills, stunis
i stunmng locations.

It 5 a familyentertainer but made on
g lyvish, oeand soale. We just want Lo - a8
much as possible — meet the audiences
expectations, and that is'what we are
doing.”

['he procucer confirmed that post-
production work was carriad ot stmul
taneously with Dlming, helping to pow
Lhe weay for refease in the first guartsr of
2005,

Welcome Back 15 just one of muiny
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- Milmstoselect the UAE asa liseation

hil’*‘[}!’.'-.'.-llhh Lronn, L1 .:',;a::FlH‘ mber, 1t was
reported that Indion soreen legend Shah
Rukh Khan was Olioung Happy New Yoar
al Lhe Atlantis, The Palm in Dubag

The Prubiu Frim and TV Commnssion

(DFTC eomdirmed thal Flappy New Year

digitalstudio

WRITING FOR LAUGHS

Resjoey Kaul, a veteron Bollywaod
seripheeriter who has credits dating
back fo 1985, wrote the screanplay for
Welcome Back with Anees Bazmes He
mid Fhﬂi‘ (15 o se-f;m::"J, Weicomeo E'l-ﬂf.'.k
ditters trom other filim seques. ~This

i the Hrst timo we are exparmeanting.
vorm tha first Him we are just loking the
germs and redirecting it info o fresh
shaar v, fuh.tig prﬂiﬂﬂuﬂim from the first
ane and putting them agon in the sec
{'Hu'l FIlITI Elr"-ri dm‘eil::-;.lil'lg 1 NEw E0ry,
T[".-l::r{! CIFe Frs'w -.:l'u:u polers: 1h-E‘. |1E‘rr:| 1‘?1.I",d
the heroing are new, whele the rest o
ihree profagonists are the some,”

Kaul sald that ke devised the
story, develepod it ard then wrate the
screenplay alorg with Baozmee and
the writing team, -C{;mud}f scrplwriter
Raa Shaondiyoo then wrote the actucl
script. Kaul saic that the cost “jumped
when '."|1£:f;r' heard the ::-L'rl"pi nainrotec
and the rest i history”

“They liked it and they could -
madiately work out in ther minds tha
it hod got samething 1o do with tha hrst
blm, It is the nest step from the st one.
The peogle velll not get disconnectad,
I‘I'IE';.u' will be connectad & the first film:
That is why the ttle s Welcome Bock!®

Shoandilyaa, who hos eomed
0 plmﬂ: in the Limca Book = India's
aqutminn’f af I‘hc Cuinnessy E-Dﬁk of
Racards — bor having writlen the maost
apisades of a non-hetion comedy show
— said that writing his At feature flm
scripl was a daunting challenge

"Ances Bazmee 15 0 very gooo
writer but it's fhe frst time a writer is
writtng lor him, It's a very big chal
lenge tor me because | have written
comedy shows like Comedy Cirous and
Mowers and ."_‘.-Hr‘:il-t:!rﬁ_ bt Ilui WIS MYy
Fiest Hlm

"I wes nervous becouse the diologue
of Weleamo wes fomous, with oll the
tors pluy*ir*g great charocters. The
audience 1 the I-:lrl-g onicl e |1_H:|gf:_
thay will let us know what 13 goed and
what is bad, but | did my beest”
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TECHNOLOGY PARTNER

Fokir Hussomn, direcior of loon Art Prodix
ion [WAF]. a Duba-based btm and TV
production and renial compony, warkid
with the producers of Walcomea Bk
providing equipment including comeras,
liggnits-and grips.

[his inchded: on Alexa XT on i
Myslerium, on Angenuex Cphma o o
variety of lenses which were msedd auring
the desert schedule in Dubei far 20 desygs
Uther equigment included Arimoax lizghis
which bocsted the produckon spes
o 3ef; o hully eouipped Panther dally. o
keneny B and mare.

W w0 wary infereshng project, with
an incredibly ceative leam on et wilh
s mvsch positive anergy,” Hissain 4aidd
"We made wire we worked along with

oroduchon ard dativerad

their expeciations. Cur leom wauld be
hrsd an Jocotion ard lost fo lecve”
speaxing choul Bollywoor procis
bons in e LAE. Hussain said: *So toe in
|',-:,“:-:Zu_i P YOROES, W |'IDI."E wirkes on eves

& fims wath sinall, medium and lome

r:{.dl‘:ﬁll | camh sure that in 2015 thare will
oe even more Bollvwood productons in
Uuban cnd Abu Dhals . as both Dutind
Aim Commissan and Abo Dhab Blm
Commission with twolourSd ore sanport
ng s [ roduchions.”

Hussoin adoed

lywood ndusiry warks with respect 1o

Mt the wory the Bal

owersens shoots is changing, with more
Ff'*'-'ZII.h'r.".”i aoking o maks flms entiraly
in Dubae. “A ot of projects are on my

toble for discussion to shoot completely in

i

Cubal” he soid, "W bove over 20 films
n the pipelng for 2015 but we lasa films
fo Bangkok, i, London ale. The more we
SUIEa fhe |‘-| wloje s, th | arger produc-
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"SOME OF THE LOCATIONS WE HAVE USED HERE

ND SO ON SEGUENCES WE HAVE DONE, IT'S
UNTHINKABLE THE WAY IT HAS COME OQUT IN TERMS OF
HE TECHNIQUE EMPLOYED - IT HAS COME OUT VERY
WELL" Firez A Nadiadwala -
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siddiarth Anond, stacted prodaction in boul the LIAE fsvou have every best pard

Ahu Dhab 1 Lheworld here You Callh el vy Lyd

For Nactadwialn, There were many af architeetoral wonder Chileaso New
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ey Strong support fram Dubatl Stoda cooperative, transportation be good and
itw, from Mr Jamil Sheeif [ ehaorman of mirline connections are very helplul
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